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ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO SS-20 SPC-03 NSC-10 FEA-02 SCI-06 

INT-08 COME-OO TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 

PA-04 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 OIC-04 DRC-01 /122W 

078086 

R 241710Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9707 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 0458 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, BE 

SUBJECT: GOB PUBLIC REACTION TO ENERGY CONFERENCE INVITATION 

1. BELGIAN MINFORAFFAIRS SPOKESMAN RELEASED STATEMENT 
JANUARY 23 THAT THE GOB HAD RECEIVED AN OFFICIAL INVITATION 
FROM THE USG TO ATTEND THE FEBRUARY 1 1 ENERGY CONFERENCE 
IN WASHINGTON. THE STATEMENT ADDED THAT WHILE BELGIUM 
HAD NOT YET FORMALLY REPLIED. IT WAS "VIRTUALLY CERTAIN" 

THAT THE CARETAKER MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS RENAAT 
VAN ELSLANDE WOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE CONFERENCE. 

2. BELGIAN SPOKESMAN'S STATEMENT WAS GIVEN PROMINENT 
COVERAGE ON RADIO, TV AND IN THE JANUARY 24 PRESS WITHOUT. 
HOWEVER, ANY ADITORIAL COMMENT. 
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